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98%
of Littles go on to 
the next grade level

95% of Littles do better in school

88% of Littles have positive
relationships with others

73% of Littles read at grade level

The impact is even greater when Bigs and 
Littles come from the same ethnic background, 
but...



60% 81% 40%
of Littles live with 
a single parent 

of Littles come from low 
to moderate incomes

of Littles receive 
government aid

Financial Struggles in Single-parent Homes
While it is true that many single parents are amazing caregivers for their children, they often 
struggle financially: The income of homes with single mothers in PA is about 28% of the income of 
homes with two parents. Also, children learn proper behaviors from their parents, which sets them 
up for future success, but single parents, who often have to work long hours to make ends meet, 
find it tough to spend enough time with their children.
Sources: Monograph of the Society of Research in Child Development and the Pennsylvania 
Partnership for Children 

Poverty and Community Involvement
Children from low-income situations, such as our Littles, have less opportunities to get involved in 
their communities. As a result, they are less attached to their neighborhoods, more likely to act 
out, and five times less likely to become involved in community projects and activities than 
individuals with higher incomes. 
Sources: The Center for Information & Research on Civic Learning and Engagement and American 
Journal of Community Psychology 

At-Risk Youths in School
Students from low-income households are five times more likely to drop out of school than children 
from moderate- to high-income households and one in every five juvenile violent crimes occur in 
the 4 hours after school on week days. Unfortunately, youths who drop out of school are more likely 
to engage in criminal behavior in the future and have lower incomes than youths with high school 
diplomas.
Sources: US Department of Education, Office for Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, and 
the journal of Criminology



Be a part of our Community Mentoring Program 
Our flagship program involves one-on-one matches between adult mentors and 
youths ages six or older meet in the community. Big Brothers Big Sisters’ staff 
monitor the matches to maximize child safety, promote healthy relationship 
development, and track outcomes. Our goal is to create and support more of these 
life-changing matches to have a strong, positive impact on kids in our community.

To make these matches, we need... 
- help finding more potential mentors
- donations to expand and run the program
- community partners to host events for our Littles

Support our School Mentoring Program
This program gives our Littles help where a lot of kids need it the most: in school. 
One-to-one matches between elementary school students and high school/college 
volunteer mentors meet in schools to work on schoolwork, play games, and build 
strong mentoring relationships. We need help finding new schools to rally students 
around fundraisers and community partners to make the experience truly 
memorable for our Littles.

Partner with us in Beyond School Walls: Workplace Mentoring 
This brand new program will bring at-risk high school students to local workplaces to 
meet one-on-one with employees to be exposed to positive work environments, 
learn workforce readiness skills, and form strong mentoring relationships. We are 
looking for local businesses to host our matches and funders to make this 
program a reality

Join us at our Fundraisers
From bowling with us during Bowl for Kids' Sake to hitting the links with Golf Fore 
Kids' Sake, there are countless ways to give back with Big Brothers Big Sisters. We 
are an active United Way partner and qualify for EITC donations. We are more than 
willing to work with anyone to form the best mutually-beneficial partnership 
possible.

Looking to get involved? 
Contact us at office@bbbsyorkadams.org or 

717-843-0051 to discuss your interests and options!
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